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The first Binwistle in Great Harwood was Thomas who was a wood turner by trade, Thomas
was the great grandson of Henry Bintwistle, a younger son of the Binwistles of Huncoat Hall.
Thomas was married in Great Harwood Parish Church in 1691, In 1832 ET. Birtwistle & Sons
was started by Danicl Birtwistle in premises in Club Street, Great Harwood. On Danicls death
his nephew Edward Birtwistle (1808-1877) great grandson of the first Thomas in Great
Harwood took over and the move to Joiners Alley was made.

The four sons of Edward Thomas - Walter, James, Thomas and Hartley all worked in the
business.

The firm became a limited company in 1936, and following the deaths of James, Thomas and
Wialter, Hartley's son Edward and son-in-law Joseph took over the running of the business.
They opencd the first chapel of rest adjacent to the joiners shop and qualified in Embalming
and obtained the Diploma in Funeral Directing,

In 1962 the Congregational Church in Queen Street was purchased and converted into a
chapel of rest,

Talbor Funeral Services

Very few businesses in the Blackbum area - in any line of work - can boast 130 years
continuous service - especially operating from the same location for the whole of this period.
Thomas Talbot, supported by his wife, and later sons, ran the well known business along
Whalley New Road after founding it in 1876, The business is long established, but this does
not mean that it has stood still over the years. In the early days the traditional form of funeral
transport was a team of magnificent plumed Belgian horses, drawing highly polished wooden
hearses complete with ornate candle lamps.

It was in the carly 1950's that the business really began to flourish, under the stewardship of
qualified Funcral Dircctor and Embalmer John Bentley as managing director working with his
wife Edith. Sadly john had to retire, and in 1976 Edward Binwistk took over the day to day
running of the company so as to carry on the traditional family business of which we are still
proud, as we are 2ill Blackburns oldest Independent Funeral Directors.

Rishton Funeral Services

In 1922 George Harwood established his funeral service in Rishton. His code of service was 1o
offer a simply, dignificd, unobtrusive and realistically priced funcral, He believed in good
old-fashioned values and was a friend 10 those he served.

In 1987 when George retired, the Binwistle Bamily, personal friends of George, saw the
opportunity to compliment their already well-established funeral business and 100k over the
George Harwood Funeral Service,

Brother and Sister Tom Birntwistle anxd Lauwra Henderson are the 6th generation of the Binwistle
family - who have dedicated their profession to the local community since 1832,

They are proud of the fact that they are approachable and friendly whilst being professional
and genuinely care about the people they serve.

Tom and Laura decided 1o change the name 1o Rishton Funeral Service as they felt it would
best represent the people they serve. They are still committed 1oday in providing the same
dedicated code of service to the people of Rishton as George Harwood has done since 1922,






